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2002 ACTIVITIES:
Spring and fall electrofishing for striped bass; shoreline
seining to document natural reproduction; gill netting for
striped bass; gill netting for white perch for stomach
content analysis; night electrofishing to document
striped bass and walleye natural reproduction; tree
planting.

Largemouth Bass: Good reproduction; surveyed adult
fish ranged up to 20.1 inches.
Smallmouth Bass: Good reproduction; surveyed adult
fish ranged up to 18.1 inches.
Striped Bass: Spring surveyed fish ranged up to 46.8
inches (45.9 pounds); Seven young-of-year were
collected in the fall indicating a good hatch following two
years of poor hatches.  [Angler report: In August, a dead
striped bass, that was in good condition otherwise, was
found floating on the reservoir.  The fish was 53 inches
long and exceeded the 50-pound capacity of the
angler’s scale.  The striped bass had a live, but badly
injured, 7 to 8 pound common carp lodged in its mouth.]
Walleye: Poor hatch; surveyed adult fish ranged up to
26.2 inches.
Bluegill: Fair to good reproduction; collected good
number of yearling bluegill.

LIBERTY RESERVOIR



Rainbow Trout: Excellent condition; anglers report
catching fish in the 18 to 20 inch range.
White Perch: 142 fish were collected for stomach
content analysis to be analyzed over the winter.  Aver-
age size for these fish was 10.4 inches.  White perch
were collected for mercury testing; results will be
forthcoming soon.
Stocking: 8,000 “Kamloops” rainbow trout (adult)
stocked in December.
Fish Attractors:  Existing and missing fish attractor
buoys were replaced this past fall.  The new buoys were
smaller but clearly marked with a fish and the words
“Fish Attractor.”  In 1988, a variety of material including
tire arrays, concrete pipe, treetops and artificial grass
were submerged at six locations in the reservoir to serve
as fish attractors.
Tree Planting:  A total of 8 wetland bundles (red osier
dogwood, sycamore, elderberry, and river birch); 200
river birch; and 2 bundles of willow stakes were planted
in Morgan Run.  The trees were located upstream of the
MD Route 32 bridge in the first cove on the southern
side.  The trees were planted in April and monitored
throughout the spring and summer for growth.
Sycamore appeared to be the most successful species.

2003 PLANS:
Stocking of rainbow trout; monitoring of striped bass,
largemouth bass, smallmouth bass and white perch
populations.  Soliciting creel census information from
Liberty Reservoir anglers.
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2002 ACTIVITIES:
Spring electrofishing for largemouth bass, smallmouth
bass, and chain pickerel; shoreline seining to document
natural reproduction.

Largemouth Bass: Excellent hatch; surveyed fish ranged
up to 18.8 inches.
Largemouth Bass Study:  A bass virus has been found
in mid-west bass populations and as close as Virginia,
causing mortality of older bass.  During 2002, two
Maryland bass populations, one in St Mary’s Lake and the
other in Loch Raven Reservoir, were examined for the
presence of the virus.  Largemouth bass were collected
by MD-DNR and examined by U.S. Fish & Wildlife
personnel.  There was no evidence of largemouth bass
virus present in the Loch Raven largemouth bass
population.
Smallmouth Bass: Fair hatch; spring collection was
small; however, 86% of smallmouth collected were over
12 inches; largest fish collected was 18.5 inches.
Chain Pickerel: a total of 61 fish collected, ranging in
size from 13.8 to 24.4 inches.
Bluegill: Excellent reproduction.

2003 PLANS:
Seining to document natural reproduction.

NOTE: Baltimore County has a limited number of boats,
electric motors and batteries available for rental use on
Loch Raven Reservoir.  Those interested in more informa-
tion should contact the Loch Raven Fishing Center at
410-887-7692, in season, or 410-887-3818, off season.

LOCH RAVEN

RESERVOIR
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LOCH RAVEN DAM

REHABILITATION

Loch Raven Dam is undergoing a major structural trans-
formation. State and Federal regulations require that Loch
Raven Dam be rehabilitated and modified to withstand
future significant storm events. The project is expected to
take approximately three years to complete.

Road Closure

Provisions

Loch Raven Drive will be closed from Providence Road
to Cromwell Bridge Road throughout the duration of this
project. Access to the Sander’s Corner parking lot will be
maintained. In addition, the fire trail, which extends from
Cromwell Valley Park to Loch Raven Drive, will no longer
provide access to Loch Raven Drive, neither at the top of
the upper dam, nor between the upper and lower dams. 

No parking, hiking, cycling, skating on Loch Raven
Drive, and adjacent sections of Morgan Mill Road and
Providence Road, M-F, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm.

Restricted recreational use of designated fire trails.

No access to Loch Raven Drive from fire trails
between dams.

Restricted recreational use of Loch Raven Drive,
between Dulaney Valley Road and Providence Road,
will only be in effect during the work week.  Weekend
recreational opportunities will not change (specifically
the closure of Loch Raven Drive between Morgan Mill
Road and Providence Road to vehicular traffic).
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Boat Ramp
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2002 ACTIVITIES:
Fall electrofishing for largemouth and smallmouth bass,
and to determine if there was natural reproduction of
walleye; shoreline seining to document natural reproduc-
tion.

Largemouth Bass: Excellent reproduction; surveyed
fish ranged up to 19.6 inches (4 pounds); in good
physical condition at the height of the drought.
Smallmouth Bass: Fair hatch; surveyed fish ranged up
to 20.4 inches (4.3 pounds); in good physical condition
at the height of the drought.
Walleye: No young-of-year walleye were collected.
Bluegill: Poor reproduction.

2003 PLANS:
Night electrofishing to look for young-of-year walleye;
shoreline seining to check reproduction of fish popula-
tions.

2002 ACTIVITIES:
Fall electrofishing surveys at four stations to estimate
trout population dynamics; tagging study of brown trout.
Brown Trout: The dominant trout species collected;
densities ranged from 1046 to 2404 trout/mile; excellent
recruitment. Average adult densities in the catch-and-
return area were 29% lower than in 2001.

PRETTYBOY RESERVOIR

PRETTYBOY DAM

TAILWATER
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It is thought that the decrease was due to drought-
induced impacts (diminishing surface elevations in the
reservoir [46.24 feet below crest], depletion of coldwater
reserves in the reservoir, and lower stream discharge
amounts from Prettyboy Dam).  By October 10, 2002,
Prettyboy Reservoir’s capacity had dropped to 16%.
Although adult densities decreased, brown trout recruit-
ment was excellent.  Young-of-year abundance ranged
from 115 to 585 per acre.  The decreased number of
adult trout probably contributed to the increased survival
of young-of-year due to a lower predation rate.  These
young-of-year are poised for a population recovery
when water levels return to a more normal state in
Prettyboy Reservoir.  As has been seen in the past, the
Gunpowder Falls tailwater fishery tends to be highly
resilient.
Rainbow Trout: Stocked rainbow trout populations
have been steadily decreasing over the years.  While
natural reproduction has occurred in 10 of the 11 years
from 1991 to 2001, it has been insufficient to sustain the
population.  This has prompted MD-DNR biologists to
once again resume some limited stocking of rainbow
trout fingerlings.  Due to the 2002 drought conditions, a
planned stocking of 2500 fingerlings upstream of Falls
Road was reduced to only 550.
Brown Trout Tagging Study: 70 tags were returned in
2002 (55 tag returns from fish tagged in 2001, 10 from
2000, 3 from 1999, and 2 from 1998). Results still
suggest that brown trout do not range far from the site
of initial collection and tagging. Also, growth rates begin
at 3 inches/year for a 6-inch fish and decline to ¼ inch/
year for a 12-inch fish.
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BOAT PERMIT RENEWAL INFORMATION

Applications Available:  February 1st

Renewal Processing:  Third week of February

TO OBTAIN AN APPLICATION

Send a self-addressed, stamped business-sized
envelope to:

City of Baltimore
Reservoir Natural Resources Section

5685 Oakland Road
Eldersburg, MD 21784-6828.

PRETTYBOY DAM TAILWATER

Since 1998, 1500 fish have been tagged behind the
left eye with a green or orange letter/number code (e.g.,
H16).  Signs along the Gunpowder ask anglers to re-
port tagged trout by noting tag color, letter/number
code, location caught, date caught and whether the
fish was kept or released.  Please call 410-442-2080
or 410-260-8287 if you catch a tagged fish.

LIBERTY AND PRETTYBOY

BOAT PERMIT INFORMATION

BROWN TROUT TAGGING

STUDY BELOW PRETTYBOY


